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the Soviet government in the effort to prove the
success of collectivization to its own people and
those of the outside world it is easy to lose sight of
the fact that Russia under the czarist regime, with
the most primitive methods of agriculture, was the
granary of Europe and was always able to export
about 20 per cent of her total agrarian production.
Except for the few years when she put her entire
population on the strictest rations, when everyone
in Russia had to pull in his belt a couple of notches
more and when she exported farm products by de-
priving her own people, Russia has fallen behind
her pre-revolution export record. At present, even
with the much ballyhooed kolkhozi movement and
with the abolishment of the rationing system, she
holds only a minor place as an exporter in the
world market.

If the reader infers from these facts that the
Soviet, by stopping exportation, became a country
of abundance in the matter of foodstuffs he will be
in error. For when it is recalled that the average
wage of the Russian worker is one hundred seventy-
five roubles a month, which is equivalent in pur-
chasing power to about twenty American dollars, it
can easily be seen that the daily meals of the Rus-
sian worker are not feasts. His main standbyes are